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BAUHAUS & BeCom

From modernist heritage to the New European Bauhaus

Design e Materials ® Community e Sustainability e Learning

In 2025, Dessau marked 100 years since the Bauhaus moved from Weimar to Dessau. For BeCom, this anniversary is more
than a historical milestone: it creates a powerful starting point for discussing how design, materials, learning and
community action can contribute to places that are beautiful, sustainable and inclusive.

www.becom4.eu | Newsletter #1 online

The BeCom journey began with people, places and shared
questions

The first in-person transnational project meeting of Beautiful Communities — Enriching, Sustainable, Inclusive took place in
Magdeburg on 13-14 December 2024. Partners used the meeting to introduce their organisations, review the project structure
and work packages, distribute tasks and prepare the next activities.
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A project grounded in cooperation

The meeting combined organisational planning with direct experience

Co-funded by of European design heritage. On the second day, the partnership

the European Union

travelled to Dessau for a visit to the Bauhaus Museum and Bauhaus
sites.

This field visit helped establish a common language for later BeCom
work: how can historical examples be transformed into practical
knowledge for adult learners, local authorities, educators, businesses,
communities and environmental actors?

What the meeting set in motion

A shared understanding of the BeCom objectives and work packages.

A common task plan for the Reference Guide, educational portfolios and later e-learning work.

A direct connection between project methodology and real European examples of design, regeneration and learning.
A practical starting point for the Green Buildings portfolio and the project’s NEB-oriented knowledge transformation.

The agenda explicitly included travel to Dessau and a visit to the Bauhaus Museum on 14 December 2024 — turning the
first project meeting into both a planning session and a shared learning experience.
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100 years of Bauhaus in Dessau: going 'to the substance’

Jubildum mit Doppel-Wumms: Zur 100. Wiederkehr der Ansiedlung des Bauhauses in Des
werden 2025 und 2026 unter dem Motto ,,An die Substanz* die historischen Baustoffe gefe

VON CHRISTIAN EGER

DESSAU-ROSSLAU. Das Bauhaus
macht Ernst mit seinem Namen.
Die 1919 von Walter Gropius im
Geist der mittelalterlichen Bauhiit-
ten gegriindete Architektur- und
Designschule feiert 2025 den
100. Jahrestag ihrer Ubersiedlung.
nach Dessau und 2026 die Vol
endung ibres heute ikonischen
Lehrgebiudes am Ort. Ein Jubili-
um mit Doppel-Wumms. Zwei Jah-
re wird gefeiert: vom September
2025 an bis ins Frithjahr 2027.

Zu diesem Anlass beugt sich die
Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau tiber dic
Materialien, mit denen von Des-
sau aus das neue Bauen vorange-
trichen  wurde.  Zementbeton,
Eisen, Stahl, Aluminium, Glas und
Ziegel. Alles das wird gleichsam
aul den Geburtstagstisch gelegt.
Um das Material-Thema herum
soll ausgestellt, debattiert und
praktisch probiert werden. Motto
des Programms: ,An die Substanz’

Unsichtbares zeigen

Es ist auch die kulturelle Substanz.
des Landes Sachsen-Anhalt. Wes-
halb es sich auch der Ministerpri-
sident  Reiner Haseloff (CDU)
nicht nehmen lie§, das Grufiwort
2ur Programmprisentation  am
Mittwoch'in der - bestens gefill-
ten - Aula des i

in Dessau zu halten. Auf einer ab
gedunkelten Biihne, iiber die ver-
teilt worden war, worum es gehen
soll: Sand, Ziegel, Glas, Metall.
Insgesamt 1,5 Millionen Euro
lasst sich das Land die Feier kos-
ten. Aber auch der jiingst von der
AID unter dem Stichwort ,Irrweg
der Moderne® erfolgte Angriff auf
das Bauhaus hallt nach. Dass der
AD-Auftritt im Landtag fiir ihn
selbst fast nicht auszuhalten® go-
W gte Reiner Hascloff
Er halt dagegen: ,Wir verdanken
dem Baubaus einen Neubeginn
auch im Sinne einer Wohlstands-
gesellschaft: Denn: ,Dass wir heu-
te s0 leben wie wir leben’ sei auch
dem Bauhaus zu verdanken - also
bezahlbares Wohnen fiir alle.

derzeit, jeden
Tag um die Demokratie kiimpfen'
zu miissen. Der Regierungs-Chef
als Bauhaus-Patriot. Es stehe fir
ihn fest, ,dass wir stolz sein kon-
nen, dass das Bauhaus in unserem
Bundesland steht und lebt”

Filr letzteres ist die Stiftungs-
chefin Barbara Steiner zustindig,
Nach dem Dessauer Oberbiirger-
‘meister Robert Reck (parteilos) er-
gill die Osterreicherin das Wort,

- Hinhéren
- Klingt, konnte hier doch ein The-
. ma gefunden worden sein, da

»Dass wir heute so
leben

wie wir leben,
verdanken wir
auch dem

Bauhaus.“

er Haseloff (CDU)
Ministerprasident

haus heute und in der Zukunft?
Auch wenn vieles beim ersten
etwas  akademisch

wohl die historisch als auch fa
lich Interessierten erreichen kann.
Als eine Art serieller Tag des offe-
nen Denkmals fiir die einen,
ein Podien-r Debattendop-
peljahr fiir die anderen. Durchaus
auch kritisch solle auf die Moder-
ne und ihre Fortschrittserzihlung
geschaut werden, sagle Steiner.
Gezeigt werde auch , die schmutzi-
ge Seite der Materialinnovationen*
und Arbeitsbedingungen damals,

Festival vom 4. bis 7. September
2025, dem Bauhausfest, das sich
dann aber vor allem um das Bau-

nere BetonpfeilerArchitekt
die Bauhaus-Werkstitten eri
Die Stadt Dessau-Roflau

26. September beginnen dic unter
dem Motto Unsichthares Bauhaus
Dessau* angebotenen Stadurund-
giinge, die Bauhaus-Stiitten am Ort
aufsuchen. Von Ende Okiober an
werden gezei

~die kultur- und

sowie  spielerisch-feuillet
sche Verortung des Jubiliur
standig. ,1925 - Das Ba
kommt nach Dessau® lautet«
tel eines Buch-, Ausstellung:
il ji mit de

29 Bauhiiusler  drehten  rund
150 Filme. Schenkungen an_das
Baubaus aus den Jahren 2019 bis
2025 zeigt das Bauhaus Museum.

Unter dem Titel ,Soda/ Linsen/
Fluff* dokumentiert ab Februar
2026 eine Ausstellung Abbauorte
und Produktionsstiitten von Bau-
haus Materialien ~ nicht allein in

chsen Anhalr, sondern weltweit.
mellenhallen geraten in den
die in die Tirkei verkauft
worden waren, wo sie mit Kame-
len und Maultieren transportiert

s wurden und noch in Betrieb sind -

fiir die Luftwaffe, wie die Kiinstle-
tin Antje Schiffers im Gesprich
mit Barbara Steiner berichtete.
Der eigentliche Aufschlag. cr-
folgtim Frithjahr 2026 mit Ausstel-
lungen im Bauhaus, im _ histori-
schen Arbeitsamt, im Stahlhaus in
Torten, in der Lamellenhalle und

Stadt bespiclt werden soll.
teen’ filr Walter* verspricl
Schulprojekt samt Ausstellur
der Anbaltische Kunstverei
dem  Gymnasium  Philant
num veranstaltet, Der Kakiu
nicht allein die_Licblingsp
des Bauhausgriinders, so
auch die der in den 1920¢r ]
gefeierten Neuen Sachlichke
Kaktus: die Rose fiir Ingenic

Und der Schweinestall?
Und was wird mit dem Schy
stall, den Gropius als buch
che Schnapsidee 1967 fiir de
Porzellan-Fabrik
Philipp Rosenthal entworfer
und der - laut Ansagen voi
gust dieses Jahres — eventu
Dessauer Tierpark  nachg
werden sollte? ,Wir wollen «
bedingt machen’ sagte B:

rischen

An die Substanz. Bauhaus Dessau 100

One hundred years after the Bauhaus moved to Dessau, the
Bauhaus Dessau Foundation launched the anniversary programme
“An die Substanz” (“To the Substance”).

The programme places materials of modernity and the present at
the centre. Exhibitions and events examine materials, technologies
and the conditions of design — while also asking what these issues
mean today.

The official anniversary programme began in September 2025 and
extends through 2026, with exhibitions, artistic programmes,
conferences and festivals in the Bauhaus Building, Bauhaus Museum
Dessau and other locations.

Why this matters to BeCom

BeCom does not treat Bauhaus history as a style catalogue. The project is interested in the questions behind the objects and
buildings: How do materials shape daily life? How can design respond to social needs? How can knowledge move from expert
environments into communities? And how can contemporary sustainability requirements be combined with quality,
accessibility and participation?

The anniversary theme provides a useful bridge from Bauhaus material thinking to today’s New European Bauhaus
agenda: not copying the past, but examining how design, resources and social purpose can be reinterpreted for current
community challenges.
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Bauhaus as a learning landscape: architecture, material

and everyday life
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The Masters’ Houses

The Masters’ Houses add another dimension: housing,
art, work and everyday life. Their forms and interiors
invite discussion about changing standards of comfort,
spatial efficiency, materials, preservation and the
meaning of modern living.

In a BeCom context, heritage becomes a prompt for
future-oriented questions: What should healthy,

affordable and resource-conscious housing look like
today? What can be preserved, adapted or re-used?

The Bauhaus Building

The Bauhaus Building in Dessau makes its structure legible. Glass,
concrete, steel, circulation and workshop spaces are not hidden
behind decoration; they become part of the architectural experience.

For BeCom, this is a useful educational example because the building
can be read from several perspectives at once: environmental
performance, social use, economic production, institutional policy and
education.
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From Bauhaus to the New European Bauhaus

The New European Bauhaus (NEB) is a European initiative built around the idea that the green transition should improve

everyday life and create places that are sustainable, inclusive and beautiful. For BeCom, these three dimensions provide a

practical lens for analysing projects and developing community learning resources.

Historical Bauhaus lens

Material and functional experimentation

NEB value today

Sustainability

How BeCom applies it

Resource-efficient buildings, circular
practices, climate adaptation, life-cycle
thinking

Integration of art, craft, technology and
daily life

Aesthetics / quality of experience

Design quality, identity, usability,
attractiveness and human-centred places

Education through workshops, making and
collaboration

Inclusion / togetherness

Participation, accessible learning,
community co-design and shared ownership

This comparison is an educational interpretation used by BeCom. The New European Bauhaus is a contemporary EU
initiative, not simply a continuation of the historical Bauhaus.

Three NEB questions for every BeCom example

e Sustainable: Does the example reduce environmental impact and strengthen long-term resilience?

e Beautiful: Does it create quality, identity and a positive experience for users and communities?

e Inclusive: Can different people participate, benefit and feel that the place or solution belongs to them?
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Museum learning is especially relevant to adult education when objects are not treated only as finished artefacts, but as
starting points for inquiry. The BeCom partnership used the Dessau visit to observe how exhibitions connect design history with
contemporary questions, and how a physical object can open discussions about materials, production, social values, changing
lifestyles and responsibility.

From observation to active learning

Observe What material, form, technology or social idea is visible?

Interpret What problem was the designer or community trying to solve?

Connect Which NEB values and QHM sectors are affected?

Transfer What could be adapted for another place, learner group or
community?
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The BeCom methodology: NEB + Quintuple Helix + adult

learning

The BeCom Reference Guide combines the New European Bauhaus values with the Quintuple Helix Model (QHM). This means

that each practical example is examined not only as a building or local initiative, but as a system involving five connected areas

of community life.
QHM sector

Politics / governance

Key learning question

Which rules, institutions and public decisions
enable change?

Possible BeCom output

Policy lessons, stakeholder roles, implementation
steps

Economy / business

How are resources, costs, jobs and local value
affected?

Circular business ideas, resource efficiency, local
partnerships

Education / knowledge creation

What should learners understand and practise?

Learning objectives, tasks, quizzes and training
activities

Society / media

Who participates, communicates and benefits?

Co-design, inclusion, communication and
community engagement

Natural environment

What are the ecological effects and opportunities?

Biodiversity, energy, materials, climate and
circularity actions

BeCom adds an adult-learning perspective: knowledge should be applicable, accessible and action-centred. The goal is to
help learners move from understanding a good practice to adapting it in their own context.

The six-part lens used in the early BeCom newsletter

e Introduction & NEB

e Knowledge policy sector

e Knowledge economy / business sector
e Knowledge creation sector

e Knowledge media / social sector

e Knowledge environment sector
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Green Buildings: the first portfolio connects heritage with
present-day action

The BeCom Outputs structure turns practical examples into learning resources for five community sectors. The Green Buildings
portfolio was the first thematic portfolio to be developed, followed by Circular Economy and Community Gardening.

What learners should gain

e Recognise the environmental, social, economic, political and educational dimensions of a building or regeneration project.
e Understand how NEB values can be translated into concrete design and community decisions.

e Compare historical solutions with present-day requirements for energy efficiency, circularity, inclusion and affordability.

e I|dentify transferable steps that can be applied in another building, neighbourhood or organisation.

The BeCom website now brings together the Reference Guide, practical examples, learning materials, innovative visions,
learning booklets, the MOOC platform and online toolkits.

Useful BeCom links
e Reference Guide and Methodology

e Project Outputs
e BeCom documents and practical examples

e  Online Toolkits
e Newsletter #1 online

The educational bridge from Bauhaus to BeCom is therefore practical rather than symbolic: a real place is observed,
interpreted through NEB and QHM, transformed into structured learning content, and then connected to tasks, digital tools
and community action.
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Looking forward: from heritage to beautiful communities

Bauhaus Dessau offers BeCom a strong point of departure because it makes design, materials, production, education and
everyday life visible in one place. The New European Bauhaus adds today’s European priorities: sustainability, quality and
beauty, inclusion, affordability and participation.

Five messages from Newsletter #1

e Heritage can be a living educational resource when it is connected to today’s challenges.

e  Materials are not neutral: they influence environmental impact, cost, maintenance, identity and user experience.

e Good design is strongest when environmental, social and aesthetic quality are considered together.

e  Community transformation requires cooperation across education, politics, society, economy and the natural
environment.

e  Adult education can turn inspiring examples into practical knowledge, transferable methods and local action.

Sources and further reading

e BeCom Newsletter #1 — Bauhaus & BeCom

e BeCom Reference Guide and Methodology

e BeCom Outputs
e  Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau — “An die Substanz. Bauhaus Dessau 100”

e New European Bauhaus — official EU portal

About this newsletter

This expanded Newsletter #1 was prepared from the existing BeCom newsletter, the agenda of the first transnational project
meeting, BeCom project webpages, official Bauhaus Dessau anniversary information and photographs provided by the project
team. The connection between historical Bauhaus themes and the New European Bauhaus is presented as a BeCom
educational interpretation.

BEAUTIFUL COMMUNITIES — ENRICHING, SUSTAINABLE, INCLUSIVE
Project 2024-1-DE02-KA220-ADU-000247531

www.becom4.eu

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).
Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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