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NEWSLETTER #1 

BAUHAUS & BeCom 
From modernist heritage to the New European Bauhaus 

Design • Materials • Community • Sustainability • Learning 

In 2025, Dessau marked 100 years since the Bauhaus moved from Weimar to Dessau. For BeCom, this anniversary is more 
than a historical milestone: it creates a powerful starting point for discussing how design, materials, learning and 
community action can contribute to places that are beautiful, sustainable and inclusive. 

www.becom4.eu   |   Newsletter #1 online 

BECOM PROJECT MEETING • MAGDEBURG & DESSAU 

The BeCom journey began with people, places and shared 
questions 
The first in-person transnational project meeting of Beautiful Communities – Enriching, Sustainable, Inclusive took place in 
Magdeburg on 13–14 December 2024. Partners used the meeting to introduce their organisations, review the project structure 
and work packages, distribute tasks and prepare the next activities. 

https://becom4.eu/
https://becom4.eu/newsletter-2/
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A project grounded in cooperation 
The meeting combined organisational planning with direct experience 
of European design heritage. On the second day, the partnership 
travelled to Dessau for a visit to the Bauhaus Museum and Bauhaus 
sites. 

This field visit helped establish a common language for later BeCom 
work: how can historical examples be transformed into practical 
knowledge for adult learners, local authorities, educators, businesses, 
communities and environmental actors? 

What the meeting set in motion 
• A shared understanding of the BeCom objectives and work packages. 
• A common task plan for the Reference Guide, educational portfolios and later e-learning work. 
• A direct connection between project methodology and real European examples of design, regeneration and learning. 
• A practical starting point for the Green Buildings portfolio and the project’s NEB-oriented knowledge transformation. 

The agenda explicitly included travel to Dessau and a visit to the Bauhaus Museum on 14 December 2024 – turning the 
first project meeting into both a planning session and a shared learning experience. 
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BAUHAUS DESSAU ANNIVERSARY 

100 years of Bauhaus in Dessau: going 'to the substance' 

 

An die Substanz. Bauhaus Dessau 100 
One hundred years after the Bauhaus moved to Dessau, the 
Bauhaus Dessau Foundation launched the anniversary programme 
“An die Substanz” (“To the Substance”). 

The programme places materials of modernity and the present at 
the centre. Exhibitions and events examine materials, technologies 
and the conditions of design – while also asking what these issues 
mean today. 

The official anniversary programme began in September 2025 and 
extends through 2026, with exhibitions, artistic programmes, 
conferences and festivals in the Bauhaus Building, Bauhaus Museum 
Dessau and other locations. 

Why this matters to BeCom 
BeCom does not treat Bauhaus history as a style catalogue. The project is interested in the questions behind the objects and 
buildings: How do materials shape daily life? How can design respond to social needs? How can knowledge move from expert 
environments into communities? And how can contemporary sustainability requirements be combined with quality, 
accessibility and participation? 

The anniversary theme provides a useful bridge from Bauhaus material thinking to today’s New European Bauhaus 
agenda: not copying the past, but examining how design, resources and social purpose can be reinterpreted for current 
community challenges. 
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SITE IMPRESSIONS FROM DESSAU 

Bauhaus as a learning landscape: architecture, material 
and everyday life 

 

The Bauhaus Building 
The Bauhaus Building in Dessau makes its structure legible. Glass, 
concrete, steel, circulation and workshop spaces are not hidden 
behind decoration; they become part of the architectural experience. 

For BeCom, this is a useful educational example because the building 
can be read from several perspectives at once: environmental 
performance, social use, economic production, institutional policy and 
education. 

 

The Masters’ Houses 
The Masters’ Houses add another dimension: housing, 
art, work and everyday life. Their forms and interiors 
invite discussion about changing standards of comfort, 
spatial efficiency, materials, preservation and the 
meaning of modern living. 

In a BeCom context, heritage becomes a prompt for 
future-oriented questions: What should healthy, 
affordable and resource-conscious housing look like 
today? What can be preserved, adapted or re-used? 
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A CONTEMPORARY EUROPEAN CONNECTION 

From Bauhaus to the New European Bauhaus 
The New European Bauhaus (NEB) is a European initiative built around the idea that the green transition should improve 
everyday life and create places that are sustainable, inclusive and beautiful. For BeCom, these three dimensions provide a 
practical lens for analysing projects and developing community learning resources. 

Historical Bauhaus lens NEB value today How BeCom applies it 

Material and functional experimentation Sustainability Resource-efficient buildings, circular 
practices, climate adaptation, life-cycle 
thinking 

Integration of art, craft, technology and 
daily life 

Aesthetics / quality of experience Design quality, identity, usability, 
attractiveness and human-centred places 

Education through workshops, making and 
collaboration 

Inclusion / togetherness Participation, accessible learning, 
community co-design and shared ownership 

 

This comparison is an educational interpretation used by BeCom. The New European Bauhaus is a contemporary EU 
initiative, not simply a continuation of the historical Bauhaus. 

Three NEB questions for every BeCom example 
• Sustainable: Does the example reduce environmental impact and strengthen long-term resilience? 
• Beautiful: Does it create quality, identity and a positive experience for users and communities? 
• Inclusive: Can different people participate, benefit and feel that the place or solution belongs to them?  
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BAUHAUS MUSEUM DESSAU 

Learning through objects, exhibitions and discussion 

  

 

Museum learning is especially relevant to adult education when objects are not treated only as finished artefacts, but as 
starting points for inquiry. The BeCom partnership used the Dessau visit to observe how exhibitions connect design history with 
contemporary questions, and how a physical object can open discussions about materials, production, social values, changing 
lifestyles and responsibility. 

From observation to active learning 
Observe What material, form, technology or social idea is visible? 

Interpret What problem was the designer or community trying to solve? 

Connect Which NEB values and QHM sectors are affected? 

Transfer What could be adapted for another place, learner group or 
community? 

TURNING EXAMPLES INTO KNOWLEDGE 



 

 

 

Beautiful Communities – Enriching, Sustainable, Inclusive  |  2024-1-DE02-KA220-ADU-000247531   •    

The BeCom methodology: NEB + Quintuple Helix + adult 
learning 
The BeCom Reference Guide combines the New European Bauhaus values with the Quintuple Helix Model (QHM). This means 
that each practical example is examined not only as a building or local initiative, but as a system involving five connected areas 
of community life. 

QHM sector Key learning question Possible BeCom output 

Politics / governance Which rules, institutions and public decisions 
enable change? 

Policy lessons, stakeholder roles, implementation 
steps 

Economy / business How are resources, costs, jobs and local value 
affected? 

Circular business ideas, resource efficiency, local 
partnerships 

Education / knowledge creation What should learners understand and practise? Learning objectives, tasks, quizzes and training 
activities 

Society / media Who participates, communicates and benefits? Co-design, inclusion, communication and 
community engagement 

Natural environment What are the ecological effects and opportunities? Biodiversity, energy, materials, climate and 
circularity actions 

 

BeCom adds an adult-learning perspective: knowledge should be applicable, accessible and action-centred. The goal is to 
help learners move from understanding a good practice to adapting it in their own context. 

The six-part lens used in the early BeCom newsletter 
• Introduction & NEB 
• Knowledge policy sector 
• Knowledge economy / business sector 
• Knowledge creation sector 
• Knowledge media / social sector 
• Knowledge environment sector  
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BECOM EDUCATIONAL OUTPUTS 

Green Buildings: the first portfolio connects heritage with 
present-day action 
The BeCom Outputs structure turns practical examples into learning resources for five community sectors. The Green Buildings 
portfolio was the first thematic portfolio to be developed, followed by Circular Economy and Community Gardening. 

What learners should gain 
• Recognise the environmental, social, economic, political and educational dimensions of a building or regeneration project. 
• Understand how NEB values can be translated into concrete design and community decisions. 
• Compare historical solutions with present-day requirements for energy efficiency, circularity, inclusion and affordability. 
• Identify transferable steps that can be applied in another building, neighbourhood or organisation. 

The BeCom website now brings together the Reference Guide, practical examples, learning materials, innovative visions, 
learning booklets, the MOOC platform and online toolkits. 

Useful BeCom links 
• Reference Guide and Methodology 
• Project Outputs 
• BeCom documents and practical examples 
• Online Toolkits 
• Newsletter #1 online 

 

The educational bridge from Bauhaus to BeCom is therefore practical rather than symbolic: a real place is observed, 
interpreted through NEB and QHM, transformed into structured learning content, and then connected to tasks, digital tools 
and community action.  

https://becom4.eu/reference-guide/
https://becom4.eu/outputs/
https://becom4.eu/becomdocs/
https://becom4.eu/online-toolkits/
https://becom4.eu/newsletter-2/
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KEY MESSAGES & SOURCES 

Looking forward: from heritage to beautiful communities 
Bauhaus Dessau offers BeCom a strong point of departure because it makes design, materials, production, education and 
everyday life visible in one place. The New European Bauhaus adds today’s European priorities: sustainability, quality and 
beauty, inclusion, affordability and participation. 

Five messages from Newsletter #1 
• Heritage can be a living educational resource when it is connected to today’s challenges. 
• Materials are not neutral: they influence environmental impact, cost, maintenance, identity and user experience. 
• Good design is strongest when environmental, social and aesthetic quality are considered together. 
• Community transformation requires cooperation across education, politics, society, economy and the natural 

environment. 
• Adult education can turn inspiring examples into practical knowledge, transferable methods and local action. 

Sources and further reading 
• BeCom Newsletter #1 – Bauhaus & BeCom 
• BeCom Reference Guide and Methodology 
• BeCom Outputs 
• Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau – “An die Substanz. Bauhaus Dessau 100” 
• New European Bauhaus – official EU portal 

About this newsletter 
This expanded Newsletter #1 was prepared from the existing BeCom newsletter, the agenda of the first transnational project 
meeting, BeCom project webpages, official Bauhaus Dessau anniversary information and photographs provided by the project 
team. The connection between historical Bauhaus themes and the New European Bauhaus is presented as a BeCom 
educational interpretation. 

BEAUTIFUL COMMUNITIES – ENRICHING, SUSTAINABLE, INCLUSIVE 

Project 2024-1-DE02-KA220-ADU-000247531 

www.becom4.eu 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). 
Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. 

 

https://becom4.eu/newsletter-2/
https://becom4.eu/reference-guide/
https://becom4.eu/outputs/
https://bauhaus-dessau.de/an-die-substanz/
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/index_en
https://becom4.eu/
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