[image: Imatge que conté Font, Gràfics, logotip, disseny gràfic

Pot ser que el contingut generat per IA no sigui correcte.]		BeCom Community Gardening
BeCom Community Gardening – Recommended Evaluation and Assessment Tools
In the BeCom project, Community Gardening is one of the three thematic educational portfolios. This document complements the Community Gardening online courses and pilot evaluation by providing a clear assessment structure and a selection of practical external tools and methodologies that can support learning, self-evaluation and the assessment of real or planned community gardening initiatives.
The Community Gardening assessment approach combines three complementary levels:
1. Knowledge Assessment: Each Community Gardening online course includes a Final Quiz to assess the learner’s understanding of the course content, including the adapted learning materials and Good Practice examples.
2. Portfolio and Pilot Evaluation: The Community Gardening Pilot Survey is used to collect structured feedback on the portfolio and online learning experience, including accessibility, relevance, usability, inclusiveness, design, interactivity and transfer potential.
3. Practice-Based Self-Evaluation and Benchmarking: Learners, educators and community organisations can use the external tools listed below to assess an existing or planned community garden, identify strengths and weaknesses, monitor impact and compare their practice with established assessment approaches.
1. Recommended External Tools and Resources
The BeCom project promotes an open, inclusive and transferable approach to learning and assessment. The resources below were selected because they are practical and relevant to the Community Gardening Portfolio and address complementary dimensions such as food production, environmental quality, social impact, inclusion, participation and community well-being.
Use of external resources and copyright: The tools and publications listed below are external resources created by their respective authors and organisations. BeCom may provide multilingual descriptions, learning guidance and links to these resources, but the original external material should remain in the language and format provided by the copyright holder unless explicit permission for translation or adaptation is available.
1. Farming Concrete Data Collection Toolkit 
Description: A practical monitoring and evaluation toolkit for community gardens and urban farms. It helps projects collect evidence about their food production and their environmental, social, health and economic contributions. 
Developed by: Design Trust for Public Space, in collaboration with Farming Concrete and participating urban farmers and gardeners, as part of the Five Borough Farm project. 
Access: Free access. The complete toolkit can be downloaded as a PDF, and the Farming Concrete platform provides online forms for recording and managing data. 
Website: Farming Concrete Data Collection Toolkit 
Key Areas: Food production; environmental sustainability; social impact; health and well-being; economic impact. 
Features: Twenty data-collection methods organised into five categories; printable worksheets; online data-entry forms; instructional videos; participatory selection of indicators; methods designed and field-tested with community gardeners and urban farmers. (Farming Concrete) 
Recommended use in BeCom: Monitoring food production and documenting environmental, social, health and economic contributions of a community garden.
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2. Community Garden Social Impact Assessment Toolkit 
Description: A structured toolkit designed to help community gardens assess and strengthen the social benefits created through relationships between gardeners, neighbourhood residents and local organisations. 
Developed by: Keith Sterling Miller for the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs—CURA, University of Minnesota, in 2012. 
Access: Free access through the University of Minnesota Digital Conservancy. Available as a downloadable guide. 
Website: Community Garden Social Impact Assessment Toolkit 
Key Areas: Social cohesion; sense of belonging; community relationships; neighbourhood engagement; population diversity; partnerships with local organisations; social sustainability. 
Features: Three complementary assessment methods: a focus group, a survey of garden members and a neighbourhood survey. It includes implementation instructions, templates, reference questionnaires and indicators. Gardens can apply all three methods or select those most relevant to their objectives. (diba.cat) 
Recommended use in BeCom: Assessing social cohesion, participation, neighbourhood relationships and community engagement.
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3. Guia per a l’avaluació de l’impacte dels programes d’horts socials (Guide for assessing the impact of community garden programs) 
Description: A methodological guide for evaluating the effects of social garden programmes on participants and on the operation of local social services. It is intended to support the improvement and consolidation of these programmes. 
Developed by: Rosa Coscolla and Gabriel Casellato of Fundació Pere Tarrés, under the technical direction of the Social Welfare Management Department of Barcelona Provincial Council. It is based on the evaluation experience of the social garden programme of Premià de Dalt City Council. 
Access: Free access. The publication can be consulted and downloaded from the Barcelona Provincial Council website. 
Website: Guia per a l’avaluació de l’impacte dels programes d’horts socials 
Key Areas: Social inclusion; participant empowerment; personal and social development; social cohesion; programme outcomes; functioning of social services; programme improvement. 
Features: Methodological guidance; observable variables and parameters; evaluation processes; practical instruments; criteria for assessing changes in participants; analysis of programme implementation and institutional functioning. (diba.cat) 
Recommended use in BeCom: Evaluating social inclusion, participant development and the outcomes of community or social gardening programmes.
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4. GARDENS: Inclusive Approaches to Community Gardening and Green Learning Spaces 
Description: An Erasmus+ resource that presents community gardens as inclusive green learning spaces. It supports organisations in making environmental education and community gardening more accessible to people from different social, cultural and functional backgrounds. 
Developed by: A European Erasmus+ consortium comprising Himmelbeet, Krakow Municipal Greenspace Authority, Zasiej, Changemaker, SaluTerre, the Comparative Research Network and Kilowatt. 
Access: Free and open access. The main handbook is available in English and Polish, with summaries in several additional languages. 
Website: Gardens as Inclusive Green Learning Spaces 
Key Areas: Social inclusion; accessible environmental education; community participation; ecology; climate change; circular economy; sustainability; food production. 
Features: Training handbook; collection of tested European practices; step-by-step activities; educational materials; participatory methods; examples from five European countries; resources for including people with disabilities and socially excluded groups; practice map and adaptable garden-based learning methods. (Green Inclusion) 
Recommended use in BeCom: Complementary resource for inclusive community gardening and accessible green learning activities; especially useful when planning participation of diverse or disadvantaged target groups.
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5. RECITAL — Urban Green Space Quality Assessment Tool 
Description: A multidimensional in-situ assessment tool for measuring the quality of urban green spaces, particularly characteristics potentially related to human health and well-being. It can be adapted to assess the physical and environmental quality of community gardens. 
Developed by: Pablo Knobel, Payam Dadvand, Lucia Alonso, Luis Costa, Maria Español and Roser Maneja. The study was led by researchers from ICTA-UAB, ISGlobal and the Forest Science and Technology Centre of Catalonia—CTFC. 
Access: The tool is documented in a scientific article. The publisher provides the abstract and article information, while full-text access may require institutional access. The uploaded version contains the complete methodology, items and scoring system. 
Website: RECITAL research article 
Key Areas: Surroundings; accessibility; facilities; amenities; aesthetics and attractions; incivilities; safety; potential uses; land cover; animal biodiversity; bird biodiversity. 
Features: Ninety assessment items organised into eleven dimensions; five-point scoring scales; in-situ observation; results available as individual-item, dimension-level or overall scores; sections can be selected or adapted to local needs; tested in 149 urban green spaces in Barcelona; demonstrated good-to-excellent overall reliability. (uab.cat) 
Recommended use in BeCom: Structured observation of the physical and environmental quality of a community garden or comparable urban green space.
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